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Welcome ! 

 
Message from the Principal: 
by robert.l.carter@lcps.org   

Dear Banneker Families,  

I am so excited about what 2018 has to 

bring us here at Banneker. We had a 

wonderful ending to 2017. During the 

last week of school the building was 

filled with all sorts of holiday cheer. 

Between classroom parties, PBIS movie 

reward, musical performances, STEM day, staff and student “spirit 

days”, and our 70th year birthday kickoff celebration, we certainly 

made the best of December. Let’s do the same and make the 

best out of 2018. 

PBIS Updates 

2017 was a great year for earning Broncos. Students can earn 

Broncos for instances of respecting self, respecting others, and 

respecting property. During the short month of December, I 

challenged the whole school with earning 250 Broncos and they 

did it with 10 minutes to spare on December 14th. The bar of 

student expectations is set high and Banneker students continue 

to exceed our expectations. As a reward for achieving this 

milestone, students watched the Princess and the Frog on Friday 

before packing up and heading out for a wonderful winter break. 

I can’t wait to see what we can accomplish in January 2017 with 

our Bronco totals! 

 

Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

January 15 

No School  –  MLK Holiday 

Moveable Monday- 1/16 

 

January 26  

end of 2nd grading period 

 

January 29 

No School –  
Teacher Workday 

Moveable Monday- 1/31 

 

February 2 

Groundhog Day 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
Please refer to our school 
calendar page: 
https://www.lcps.org/Page/41681 
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During the month of February, second grade students in Loudoun County Public Schools will 

take the online Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT), Form 7, Level 8. The CogAT measures general 

and specific cognitive skills that allow a student to learn new tasks or solve problems in the 

absence of direct instruction.  

Students’ verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal reasoning abilities are measured by three test 

batteries, each of which is comprised of three subtests. Students typically complete three 

subtests per day, for three consecutive school days, to complete all nine subtests. These tests 

are untimed; however, each day’s testing period usually does not exceed 90 minutes. 

Students work through each subtest at his or her own pace, and the entire test is read aloud to 

students by means of pre-recorded audio. 

Students cannot prepare or study for the CogAT. Instead, they will have the opportunity to 

become familiar with test items through teacher-directed practice activities.  Additionally, 

practice questions, administered before the first subtest, will familiarize students with the online 

testing environment.  

Score reports will be sent home to parents/guardians together with the 3rd Quarter report card. 

If you have any questions, please contact Banneker's office. 

PTO Meetings and School Events 

There are loads of PTO and school sponsored events on the Horizon at Banneker ES. If you 

would like to be "in the know", come on out to January's PTO meeting this Wednesday at 

9:30am. The new PTO meeting dates will be on the second Wednesday of every month. The 

next PTO meeting after 1/10/18 is 2/14/18.  

Composting 

Today, Banneker students began composting their fruits and vegetable scraps in the cafeteria. 

A Tupperware container has been placed at the end of each table to encourage students to 

participate. My advice to students is to eat as much of their lunch as they plan to and then 

compost only their scraps. Thank you 2nd grade team for kickstarting this great initiative. 

Banneker Needs You 

Although I have greatly enjoyed working as the cafeteria monitor these last few months, the 

search for a cafeteria monitor continues. The pay is $17.00 per hour and they will work 1.5 

hours a day. Please let me know if you know of anyone who is interested. 

Successful Kickoff to Banneker's 70th Birthday Celebration 

Banneker was thrilled to kickoff our 70th year birthday celebration with a visit from 

Congresswoman Barbara Comstock. In the words of Barbara Comstock "the history of this 

school really tells the story of our country, of our community, of Loundoun County." Thank you 

to all of the fifth graders who spent a year researching, recording, and reporting the history of 

Banneker Elementary School. Here's a copy to the link. 

https://www.lcps.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=179243

&ViewID=7caaa5fa-9086-4e88-bcf0-

https://www.lcps.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=179243&ViewID=7caaa5fa-9086-4e88-bcf0-3224ab17505e&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=293377&PageID=1&GroupByFied=&GroupYear=0&GroupMonth=0&Tag=
https://www.lcps.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=179243&ViewID=7caaa5fa-9086-4e88-bcf0-3224ab17505e&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=293377&PageID=1&GroupByFied=&GroupYear=0&GroupMonth=0&Tag=


3224ab17505e&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=293377&PageID=1&GroupByFied=&GroupYear=0&

GroupMonth=0&Tag=  

H2O 

I am pleased to announce that Banneker has been equipped with two water bottle fillers in 

the hallways. These water bottle fillers dispense an endless supply of purified water to students 

at Banneker. I hope they encourage all students to drink lots of water and hydrate their bodies 

so that their brains can focus on lots of learning. 

Head Lice 

T'is the season for head lice awareness. Although there have not been any cases of head lice 

reported this year, I felt it is important that we educate our families on the topic. Generally 

speaking, head lice spread at social events such as sleepovers, where these is a possibility of 

head-to-head contact. In the case that head lice is noticed at school, the clinic will notify the 

parent so that the child can be treated properly. In classrooms where multiple cases of head 

lice are discovered, parents may be notified by the clinic or the principal to check their child's 

head each day. Please keep in mind that head lice are a nuisance, but not a health threat. 

For more information about head lice, please see the LCPS webpage 

https://www.lcps.org/page/2046  

February Glow Run 

I know it's only January but I'm bursting at the seams to share with our families about our next 

big fitness and fundraiser activity. This February, Banneker students will be participating in a 

Glow Run to raise awareness of character development which supports our PBIS initiative, raise 

awareness for student health and fitness, and finally raise money for professional development 

for our wonderful teaching staff. I can't wait to share more about the Glow Run at tomorrow's 

PTO meeting and February's newsletter. Stay tuned.  

Regards, 

Robert L. Carter, Principal 

In the Library -  

by Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org   

I hope students took the holiday break and extra frigid snow days off as an 

opportunity to snuggle up with a wonderful book. Grades 2-5 will begin 

blogging about books they've read and we will soon share out the link. As 

well, approximately 100 eBooks have been added to our online-eBook 

library collection which may be located by accessing LCPSGo, click the 

Library tile, and click MackinVIA. There are HUNDREDS of wonderful eBooks 

to read and enjoy.  

https://www.lcps.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=179243&ViewID=7caaa5fa-9086-4e88-bcf0-3224ab17505e&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=293377&PageID=1&GroupByFied=&GroupYear=0&GroupMonth=0&Tag=
https://www.lcps.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=179243&ViewID=7caaa5fa-9086-4e88-bcf0-3224ab17505e&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=293377&PageID=1&GroupByFied=&GroupYear=0&GroupMonth=0&Tag=
https://www.lcps.org/page/2046
mailto:Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org


Tech in the School 

by Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org   

Information Everywhere – but how do you know if the information is accurate? K-5th grade 

students will be delving into information available in the library and learning to evaluate 

information based on the reliability of the source. Fact vs. Fiction is a great discussion point at 

home. Think about this: if you ask Alexa or Echo a question, from where are they retrieving the 

answer? Is it accurate and reliable, and how do you know for sure? Do you want quick 

information or correct information?  

ART: 

by Marlena.Beach@lcps.org 
  

Fifth graders will be bringing a note home about our Art Raises Awareness project that we will 

begin in mid-January.  

Fourth Graders will begin a value painting.  

Third Graders and Second Graders are going to begin a unit on printmaking. 

First Graders will explore types of line in a warm and cool color weaving project.  

 

School Counseling: 

by Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org    

      

Important 5th grade family news! 

Individual flyers went home a few weeks ago, but here is a reminder of upcoming Blue Ridge 

Middle School events for 5th graders and their families 

Music Try Sessions 

5:00 – 7:00pm BRMS Cafeteria 

Tuesday, January 16 

Thursday, January 18 

Tuesday, January 23 

Rising 6th Grade Parent Night 

6:30pm BRMS Auditorium 

Spectrum parents – 6:00 – 6:30pm 

Tuesday, March 13 

mailto:Lisa.McGuinness@lcps.org
mailto:Marlena.Beach@lcps.org
mailto:Marlena.Beach@lcps.org
mailto:Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org


5th Grade Field Trip to BRMS 

Tuesday, June 5 

 

 

Music:  

by Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org 
 
In music, 5th graders are beginning the recorder karate program where they are encouraged 
to progress in recorder at their own rate. Ask your student what song they are practicing... they 
might even perform for you! 4th graders are continuing recorder having learned their first two 

notes and soon adding a third with a few games. We hope practice at home is starting to 
sound like music! Third grade is beginning to learn some advanced folk dances while 

continuing singing pentatonic melodies in tune and refining instrument technique. 2nd grade 
will soon be adding the new note Re to their sung vocabulary as well as continuing analyzing 
form and instrument technique. 1st grade has taken the first steps in music literacy and will 

continue reading rhythms using quarter and eighth notes and will also read graphic notation 
to show high and low sounds. The Banneker Bards had a wonderful winter concert, and are 

now beginning to work for their Spring concert!  

PE: Family Fitness 

by Brad.Moss@lcps.org 

 

The winter activities will include hockey and volleyball skills.  During our hockey unit we 

will be focusing on proper stick use.  The students are aware of their expectations with 

respect to safety.  We have had a great start so far.  Our lead up games include 

“hockey sharks and minnows”, puck control challenges, and shooting goals.  We are 

also playing volleyball this month.  The younger folks are focusing on lead up activities 

with balloons and beach balls.  Our goal with the early grades is to get the ball over 

the net.  We are building courage in our younger players to strike the ball with our 

hand in a direction.  The older folks are working on moving to the ball, and striking it in 

a direction.  We are working towards building a teamwork environment.   

Also, please be looking for an email from our PTO about our afterschool makerspace 

PE combo.  We will be starting soon and we hope to see you join us. Go Broncos!   

 

 

 

mailto:Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org
mailto:Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org
mailto:Brad.Moss@lcps.org


 EL news:  WIDA ACCESS for ELLs to begin 

by Susan.Walker@lcps.org   

 
The WIDA ACCESS for ELLs will begin for all active EL students (level 1 through 5) Kindergarten 

through 5th grade the end of January.  This is a national test adopted by the state of Virginia to 
assess EL students' growth from year to year until they reach level 6 which exits them to Monitor 

status.   
 
The ACCESS for ELLs is comprised of four subtests, one in each of the four language domains:  

Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking.  First through 5th grade students begin with the 
Listening and Reading subtests on the computer.  Their scores place them on the appropriate 

Tier (A-B-C) for the subsequent writing and speaking subtests.  All complete the speaking 
subtest on the computer, however, only 4th and 5th grades complete the writing subtest online.  
First through 3rd grades use paper and pencil for the writing subtest.  Kindergarten students are 

administered all four subtests one-on-one with the EL teacher.  The testing window closes 
March 16. 

 
Each item or task targets at least one of the foundational WIDA English Language 
Development Standards:  Social and Instructional Language, Language of Language Arts, 

Language of Math, Language of Science and Language of Social Studies.  Students are 
evaluated according to performance criteria at three levels:  linguistic complexity, language 

forms and conventions and vocabulary usage. 
 

Test results will arrive to the schools the first part of June.  The scores are mapped onto one of 

six language proficiency levels:  Entering (level 1), Emerging (level 2), Developing (level 3), 
Expanding (level 4), Bridging (level 5) and Reaching (level 6 which is Monitor status).  Parent 

copies of test results will be sent home with end-of-the-year report cards.   
 

PTO news:  

by bannekerpto@yahoo.com 
 
Happy New Year Banneker Families! 

  

Welcome back from winter break – we hope you enjoyed a relaxing break with friends and family.  As we begin 

2018, here are a few quick reminders for upcoming PTO events.   

 January 10th at 9:30AM - PTO Meeting at Banneker.  Please note that all future PTO meetings will occur the 

SECOND Wednesday of the month at 9:30AM.  Please update your calendars. 

January 17th at 9:30AM- PTO Coffee at Mom’s Apple Pie Round Hill, VA. 

February 14th at 9:30AM – PTO Meeting at Banneker. 

February 23rd - 5th Grade Bingo Night.  More details coming soon. 

March 16th - Family Fun Fair. More details coming soon. 

April 13th - Talent Show.  More details coming soon.   

mailto:Susan.Walker@lcps.org
mailto:bannekerpto@yahoo.com


The PTO is excited to announce that an after school Tennis Club will begin at Banneker this February. This will 

be a safe and convenient way to introduce this life-long sport to your child.  

Another exciting addition to our 2018 calendar will be a traveling planetarium, also coming to Banneker in 

February. Be on the lookout for more information coming soon! 

We will also be offering a combined after school program led by Banneker Staff called MakerSpace and Sports 

Club. For those who participated in the fall, the same program is back! 

Please continue to send in clean, plastic, one gallon milk jugs to be used for a project for the Family Fun Fair.  

The collection bin is located in the lobby at school and the collection will continue until 2/28.   

As always, you can check the PTO calendar on the Banneker website to see what events we have planned.  If you 

are interested in learning more about PTO meetings, but are unable to attend them, an archive of this year's 

Meeting Minutes are located under the PTO tab on Banneker's homepage.   

Thanks everyone, stay warm - 

Your Banneker PTO 


